SBS CC

10/20/2008

3:30-5pm, 1039 Derby Hall

Approved Minutes
Present: Mumy, McGraw, Hobgood, Valle, McCauley, Haddad, Bellair, McDaniel, Nygren, Hallihan, Liddle, Yoho, Nathanson, Mansfield
1. Approval of minutes: Unanimously Approved
2. Political Science 609  Unanimously Approved
a. Rationale: alignment of course number. Most PS courses of this level are designated as 500s. Also designed to make course level more appealing to undergrads who might be intimidated by 600 level courses

b. Dept wishes to leave this course open to non-P.S. grad students, who can take 709.
c. SIS has system set up to recode so that 500 and below will go in as “U” although graduate students can take the course if they wanted to. Would this automatically preclude graduate students from enrolling? Would / could you use an exclusion clause for grad students in the exclusion box? (Kate to follow up)
3. P.S. 527  Unanimously Approved

a. Previously offered as a 590 series. Dept. would like to formalize existing courses so students can better determine course content for curricular transparency.


b. Changed subsidy level to “B”

4. P.S. 533 Unanimously Approved
a. Name update

b. Rationale for class distribution contact time change

c. Economics content – seems substantial but this is an existing course and content is not changing sufficiently

5. P.S. 555 Unanimously Approved
a. Update name and exclusion clause

6. P.S. 145 Unanimously Approved
a. Rationale: make title more attractive for students
b. Committee decided it did not need to see old syllabus because of rationale provided by Bill Liddle on the changing nature of the course content on a constant basis.
c. Wait on concurrences from IS and History.

7. Geography Revision Discussion
a. Rationale: Physical Geography area has expanded dramatically since 2002
b. Number of hours for majors have increased or decreased in varying amounts, min 50, max 60. Tried to make all 4 tracks average 53-55, including cross-major equivalents (i.e. Atmospheric and Climatology). Increases are due to increased faculty and options for offerings, all still have 20-30 hours of free electives. Also benchmark institutions justify increase. Becky Mansfield to provide appendix with elaboration on credit levels of benchmark institutions.
c. Undergraduate Studies cmte. organized student focus groups within major run by faculty from specific areas. Students responded very positively to proposed changes.

d. Q: How will students who declare the major later in their careers be affected by core classes? Students will be grandfathered if this is the case. Core courses will not be required strictly sequentially if students declare later in their program.

e. Atmospheric and Climactic Studies represent largest changes in curriculum. 
f. Physical Geography path is newest addition to curriculum due to new hires and dept. has tried to make it very distinct from other tracks.

g. Transfer credit will be applied on a case by case basis as appropriate in conjunction with university rules on transfer credit.
h. Have not heard back from consulted units yet but Geography is meeting with Engineering soon and will have an update at next meeting. ASC Curriculum and Assessment offered to follow up on letters of support if needed.
i. Q: GIS: What is difference between GIS and Spatial Analysis?  In GIS major, one learns more about how GIS are constructed (design and application, more emphasis on design and system itself) whereas Spatial Analysis track is broader and focused more on use of GIS as tools for analysis. 
i. GIS more focused on programming and quantitative courses (including Computer Science & Engineering courses), both have cartography courses. 
ii. SA through courses such as 787, 645, 647, 655 focuses more on human geography and application of GIS after core skills courses are completed. 
iii. Differences become evident in electives as core requirements are very similar. GIS faculty carefully deliberated what would be the minimum for a GIS core, enabling student proficiency and the track and major depart from that point.
j. Proposal represents a different focus from EEOB (biogeography) after extended communication with EEOB instructor.

k. Suggestion to incorporate “From..to…” when discussing titles of tracks and majors.

l. Q: Internships: Dept. did not want to restrict choices by requiring an internship because of late declarations. Students are however encouraged to complete internships. If number of students rise, can current internship opportunities accommodate increased demand? Availability depends largely on track, but there is room for expansion. Advisors and undergraduate studies chair guide students to resources. Suggestion to track placement related to internships.
m. Committee decided to bundle discussion of GIS and Atmospheric sciences major discussion at next meeting.
n. Suggestion: to make argument for increased credit hour requirements in certain tracks more robust, include an appendix listing percentage of students already taking certain number of relevant credit as well as expanded rationales for each track.
